
 

   

Divine Opportunities 
ACTS 18:1-17 
7/18/2021 

 

LEARN  
• Use your preferred Bible study method to read and explore Acts 18:1-17. Read 17:1-34 or 

listen to “Turn the World Upside Down” in the message archive. 

• Read through the Teaching Plan. Record your insights for personal reflection and application 

and use them to interact with your group during the discussions. Read the Commentary and 
use it when applicable. 

• Research Corinth during the time of the events in Acts 18. Where was it located? Did it have 
any strategic or economic importance? What was the population and what people groups 

lived in the city? What religions were practiced and how did they impact Corinth’s culture? 
How did this culture affect the spread the gospel? 

LEAD 

• Emphasize the importance of using our workplaces, schools, and circle circles as mission fields. 
Use Aquila and Priscilla as layperson examples. 

• Encourage the group to pray for divine opportunities to share the gospel or disciple fellow 
believers. 

• Point out the difficulties believers may encounter in the face of these opportunities but 
accentuate the sovereignty and power of God in the spread of the gospel in the past, 

present, and future.   

LOVE  
• Connect with group members who have spiritual needs. Listen to their struggles and 

challenges. Pray with them and for them.    

• Pray for the believers at First Norfolk to have lives that are soaked in prayer and immersed 

in God’s word. Pray that we would be committed to taking advantage of all divine 
opportunities we have to make disciples.

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/messagearchive.aspx
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Divine Opportunities 
ACTS 18:1-17 
7/18/2021 
 

MAIN POINT 
The church fulfills her calling when we pursue opportunities to make disciples. 

OPEN 
• Prayer / Welcome / Announcements: firstnorfolk.org/thisweek 

• Ask the assistant group leader to mark attendance for your group and review the small group 

guidelines. 

INTRODUCTION 
As your group time begins, use this section to introduce the topic of discussion. 

In what specific ways has God encouraged your Christian witness lately? What 
impact did His encouragement have on your attitude and your actions? 

Up to this point in the book of Acts we’ve seen how God used peace, persecution, prayers, prison, 
and praise as catalysts for the spread of the gospel. In Acts 18 Paul left Athens for Corinth. There 

he had divine opportunities for a new ministry partnership, for sharing the gospel in a new place, 
and to experience the faithfulness of God in a powerful way.   

UNDERSTANDING 
Unpack the biblical text to discover what the Scripture says or means about a particular topic.  

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 18:1-4 
A DIVINE OPPORTUNITY FOR A MINISTRY PARTNERSHIP 

• Why do you think Luke included this reference to Paul’s staying with Aquila and Priscilla and 
working with them as a tentmaker? What do we learn about Paul’s approach to ministry 
from these details? 

• Name some advantages and disadvantages of Paul’s self-supporting approach to his mission 
in Corinth. What challenges would a self-supported missionary face today? What 
advantages would they have? 

• What was it about a synagogue that provided Paul a good starting place for sharing the 
gospel? How was he being faithful to the vision and call he received on the road to 
Damascus (Acts 9:10-16)?   

 

 

What hesitation and crisis of conscience might Paul, Aquila, and 
Priscilla have had in their business of tentmaking in such a place? 
What good reasons would they have had to continue tentmaking, 
even though those visiting and living in Corinth were likely using 
those tents for immoral, godless behavior? How does this apply to 
your “tentmaking,” knowing that your company or organization 
might be using their profits to support immoral, godless behavior?  

 
DISCUSS 

https://www.firstnorfolk.org/thisweek
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
https://s3-us-west-1.amazonaws.com/faithnetworkuserfilestore/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/FAITHNETWORK_USERFILESTORE/filecabinet/ministries/b9397dc8-e5f8-4c3d-a852-ae06f77c736e/SMALL%20GROUP%20GUIDELINES.pdf
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HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 18:5-11 
A DIVINE OPPORTUNITY FOR SHARING THE GOSPEL IN A NEW PLACE 

• How did Paul’s ministry change once Timothy and Silas arrived from Macedonia? Read 2 
Corinthians 11:9 for insight. 

• How did Paul adjust his approach after strong opposition arose against him in the 

synagogue? What can we learn from this? 

• Look carefully at verses 9-10. What do you think the Lord meant by saying to Paul, “I have 

many people in this city”? How would the Lord’s words in these verses be an encouragement 
to Paul to keep on sharing the gospel whenever and wherever he could?  

 

 

 

 

HAVE A VOLUNTEER READ ACTS 18:12-17 
A DIVINE OPPORTUNITY TO EXPERIENCE THE FAITHFULNESS OF GOD 

• How were God’s words in verses 9-10 put to the test in this scene?  

• What do you make of Gallio’s response to the charges brought against Paul? Why do you 
think it was worth noting in Acts? What were the implications for Paul’s ministry and the 
spread of the gospel? 

 

 

 

 

APPLICATION 

What are one or two takeaways you’ve learned from this passage about sharing the 
gospel with others? 

What are some of the key characteristics of an effective witness that 
Paul illustrated in his Corinthian experience? How do these apply to 
our personal ministry? 
  

DISCUSS 

What struck you about the way this scene played out? What did you 
learn about God? About Gallio? About the non-believing Jews in Corinth? 
How do you think this event impacted Paul spiritually?   

DISCUSS 



 

 Page 4 of 5 

What is your biggest hindrance to sharing the gospel with others, and why do you think 
that is? How does Paul’s journey encourage you? 

In which circle of your life—family, friends, work—do you face the strongest opposition 
to your witness for Christ? What would it look like for you to live out Paul’s example in 
that area? 

PRAYER 
Ask God to give you and your group members encouragement for sharing the gospel with people 
in your area. Pray for God to give your group a vision for global mission, revealing to you ways 
to get more involved and touching your hearts to act in faith when presented with divine 

opportunities to share the gospel. 

COMMENTARY 
ACTS 18:1-17 

18:1-2. Paul found a fascinating couple in the city. History tells us about the decree of Claudius 
(A.D. 49–50) driving Jews from Rome, so we know that this couple had not been in Corinth very 

long. Aquila, a Jew, came from Pontus, a province in the northeastern region of Asia Minor along 
the Black Sea between Bythynia and Armenia (2:9). His wife Priscilla (Prisca) was likely a Roman 
citizen. Like Paul, they worked as tentmakers. Longenecker speculates that, “Together, perhaps 
through Aquila’s craftsmanship and Priscilla’s money and contacts, they owned a tent-making and 

leather-working firm, with branches of the business at Rome, Corinth, and Ephesus (cf. 18:2, 18–
19, 26; Rom. 16:3; 1 Cor. 16:19; 2 Tim. 4:19)” (Longenecker, 481).  

Priscilla stands out as one of the great ladies of the New Testament, always depicted in team 
ministry with her husband. Of the six times the Bible mentions them, four times it names Priscilla 

first. From everything we know about Priscilla and Aquila, they represent mature Christians whose 
service to the kingdom swept far beyond their contact with Paul. Clearly, they were already 
believers by the time he met them in Corinth, probably having come to faith in Rome.  

18:3. Paul wrote often about his “secular occupation” and seemed to take a good bit of healthy 
pride in his self-support (1 Cor. 4:12; 1 Thess. 2:9; 2 Cor. 11:7). Only here, however, does the 
Bible tell us Paul was a tentmaker, working either in leather or cilicium, cloth woven from goat’s 
hair. Willingness to work to support oneself while proclaiming the gospel served as a life principle 

for Paul. Perhaps this came from his rabbinic days when students were required to adopt a trade 
so they need not depend upon teaching for a livelihood. The wisdom of the ages haunts us today. 
Many teachers still wonder whether one can make a living at such a task, and many college and 
seminary students struggle with the potential of “tent-making” as a means of ministry.  

18:4. Probably conforming to the pattern already laid by Priscilla and Aquila, Paul seems to 
have gone to the synagogue for ministry only on the Sabbath, presumably working full-time 
during the week. Indeed, Luke seems to make a distinct contrast between verses 4 and 5, 
primarily aimed at showing again how we accomplish biblical ministry through a team rather than 

through an individual. Only after Silas and Timothy arrived did Paul give himself completely to 
preaching. Meanwhile, he dialoged with Jews and proselytes, trying to persuade them to accept 
the Christian message. 
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18:5-6. How God blessed Paul in Corinth! Not only did he enjoy the fellowship of Priscilla and 
Aquila, but also now his teammates rejoined him and brought with them money from the 

congregation of Philippi (2 Cor. 11:9; Phil. 4:14–15). News from Thessalonica also encouraged 
him (1 Thess. 3:7–10). What more could a missionary evangelist want—sound reports of 
effectiveness at a previous stop, a solid base on which to begin evangelism in the city, and 
substantial funds to free him up to give full-time to the gospel.  

We can go clear back to Pisidian Antioch (13:46–52) to see this pattern of ministry—preaching in 
the synagogue, rejection, direct contact with Gentiles. In response to the opposition and abuse, 
Paul adopted a typical Jewish symbol and shook out his clothes (Acts 13:51). He had fulfilled his 
responsibility as a Jew. Their rejection and the ultimate judgment for rejection would be on their 

heads (Ezek. 33:4; Matt. 23:35; 27:25; Acts 5:28). As in Pisidian Antioch, Paul did not go to the 
Gentiles permanently, even though the language at the end of verse 6 seems to suggest that. He 
turned from Jews to Gentiles in Corinth, but he would repeatedly go back to the Jews and their 
synagogues in future ministry.  

18:7-8. The first Corinthian congregation met in the house of Titius Justus, also called Gaius Titius 
Justus in 1 Corinthians 1:14 and sometimes linked with the Gaius of Romans 16:23. He was a 
God-fearer before Paul came to town. Now he became a Christian, as did Crispus, the 

synagogue ruler, and his entire household. Crispus was not the first believer in Corinth, but quite 
likely became one of the most prominent.  

18:9-11. We have become quite accustomed to visions in Acts. Here is another one. This time the 
vision came in the midst of spiritual prosperity in the growing church. We should not forget that 

Paul said he came to Corinth with fear and trembling (1 Cor. 2:3). We may also assume ongoing 
opposition from the Jews headquartered right next door to the house-church. Unlike the 
Macedonian vision that moved Paul geographically in a different direction, here the Lord simply 
assured him of his safety and affirmed the mission already underway. In response, Paul continued 

in Corinth for a period of eighteen months teaching them the word of God. “The Lord” inevitably 
refers to Jesus in Acts (23:11), precisely whom Paul had already seen on the Damascus Road.  

18:12–13. We can fairly well estimate that Paul had been in Corinth since the autumn of A.D. 50 
and remained there until the spring of 52. Gallio became proconsul of Achaia on July 1, A.D. 51. 

Apparently, the Corinthian Jews decided it was worth another crack at the renegade rabbi, and 
they brought him into the court (bema, 2 Cor. 5:10). On what charge? The usual one—acting 
against Roman law. Since the bema was located in a city square, this would have been a very 

public discussion. The outcome fixed the attitude of Rome toward Paul’s ministry.  

18:14–17. In typical form, Paul seems quite ready to answer the charge, whether Roman or 
Jewish law; he could deal with either one. On this occasion he had no opportunity to open his 
mouth; Gallio didn’t want to hear the defendant, since he considered the charge to center only on 

questions about words and names and your own law. 

Gallio seems not the least bit interested in Jewish theology. He stated flatly, I will not be a judge 
of such things. When he threw them out of the bema, they took it out on Sosthenes, beating him on 
the spot. Gallio still considered their behavior an internal problem of a minority group, unworthy 

of Rome’s intervention. 


